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Preface

This is a narration of Biochemistry, Biophysics, Cell and Molecular Biol-
ogy from the viewpoint of basic research, enhanced by the enthusiasm
and the passion of a generation that took up the greatest challenges of
the 20th century, from extraterrestrial exploration to mapping the hu-
man genome. A generation fueled by insatiable curiosity and engaged
in seeking answers to intriguing questions, like the basic grammar
rules of cell differentiation, cancer de-differentiation or brain memory
codification.

Starting from an experimental insight on pacemaker evolution, of in-
terest in Space Biology, and a theoretical reasoning on brain language,
fascinating in both Cybernetics and Neurobiology, a novel method to
measure the lengths of the cell cycle and its phases in synchronized sus-
pensions was divised. A laboratory journey through the biosynthesis of
DNA, RNA, proteins and their amino acidic and nitrogen base precursors,
during the whole interphase and karyokinesis, was accomplished. A cru-
cial study on cell-cycle dependent maintenance and de novo DNA meth-
ylation, leading to Epigenetics as a science for control of gene expression
and organ-formation, was made revealing an involvement of post-syn-
thetic DNA modification in regulation of transcription. The discovery of
rare nucleotides in ox brain and the finding of unexpected alternate cod-
ing (exon) and non-coding (intron) fragments along the eukaryotic genes
paved the way to the nascent Genetic Engineering in higher cells. An
investigation into the differentiation of enzymatic chains and metabolic
pathways in normal and tumor tissues was undertaken concentrating on
the regulation of gene expression as a function of the Ontogeny. A study
on the evolution of the genetic code and a comparative analysis of glia-
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neuron and virus—cell interactions were performed, focusing on electron
spin resonance of growing normal and virus—transformed cultures. Last
but not least, a research on extraretinic pigmentation and color discrim-
ination in flies, and the interaction of living matter with ionizing and
non-ionizing radiations, especially light and magnetic field, was success-
fully carried out.

The narrative keeps the problematic-historic character of my les-
sons: Biological Chemistry (taught for twenty years at the Faculties of
Mathematical Physical and Natural Sciences of the University of Naples
Federico II and of the University of Catania); Biophysics, Radiobiology,
Biochemistry and Biophysics, Biochemical Engineering and Physical
World Macromolecules and Life (taught for other nearly two decades
at the Faculty of Mathematical Physical and Natural Sciences of the
University of Rome Tor Vergata); Molecular Biology (taught for sev-
en years — in parallel with my teaching in Rome — at the Faculty of
Mathematical Physical and Natural Sciences of the Polytechnic Univer-
sity of Marche in Ancona). The title of this book was suggested by the
course I taught in Rome, Physical World Macromolecules and Life. The
topics covered in it should make an interesting reading for biologists,
physicians, chemists, physicists and all those who work in the bioengi-
neering and bioecological fields. The readers dealing with experimental
and theoretical problems, oriented on investigating and protecting the
biosphere (which is more and more exposed to various kinds of pollut-
ants due to artificial ionizing and non-ionizing radiations), might find
some logic for thought here, too.

The volume is organized in ten chapters, divided into forty par-
agraphs, each subdivided into a number of subparagraphs. The main
body of the text is enriched with 183 figures and captions describing
in detail the methodological and experimental procedures applied. A
number of pictures portray our own and our colleagues’ life in laborato-
ries around the world. The references for the relevant papers on different
topics are evidenced in italics and in square brackets, while the source
of our results and the corresponding consensus by others in the interna-
tional scientific community are listed at the end of each chapter.

The account was written hoping that elsewhere the state of the art
of the various topics launched by our experimental work, lasting more
than half century, inevitably would advance stepwise. Whatever new
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data and information will surface in the future, whatever new method-
ological criteria will be considered and developed, the really important
thing is the search for truth. The truth, particularly when recognized
by other scientists decade after decade, retains its own persuasiveness
regardless of time, lab or place.
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