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Introduction

‘istanbul: An Urban Commentary’, which focuses on the Historic Peninsula and proposes that
urban spaces be experienced through the eyes of a ‘flaneur’, seems even more meaningful today
than when it was first published in 2006. This new edition of the book prompted us to ask: What
kinds of architectural and urban transformations have occurred in the city of istanbul in the
past 13 years? This book was written with the aim of highlighting the social and urban history of
the city as a means of promoting perceptions of its rich architectural layers within the context
of historical developments. Today, we can see that many promenades have lost their unique
characteristics as the result of urban transformation projects and hence they have shed much
of the meaning that they held back in 2006. This new introduction has been added to emphasize
the importance of urban spaces - in particular, promenades - in istanbul and other cities that
have been subjected to radical transformations and/or speculative development.

Transportation is crucial for getting around urban environments and it is a common problem
for rapidly growing modern cities. Unfortunately, however, highways are often introduced as
a key part of major transportation systems. The transportation system in istanbul, which has
expanded as the result of suburban developments on the European and Asian sides of the city
prompted by population growth, is just one example of the many urban developments that have
taken place. The city's highway and railway systems, both above and below ground, have been
very influential in the transformation of the urban environment as visible and invisible aspects
of transportation. In 2013, the Marmaray rail project was launched, connecting districts on the
European and Asian sides of istanbul via a tunnel under the Bosphorus Strait. The underground
rail network, which has been integrated with tunnels and main transportation hubs, has
been held up as a means of connecting remote areas of the city and hence as a solution to the
megacity's traffic problems.

The opening of the Eurasia Tunnel in 2016 offered rapid highway transportation between the
two continents. In the same year, a third bridge, which was named after Yavuz Sultan Selim
and spans the Bosphorus to the north of the city, was completed. Because it also connects the
two sides of the city, the bridge serves as an alternative route for large and heavy vehicles and
thus it has been presented as yet another solution to the city's transportation problems. The
bridge spanning the Gulf of izmit, which was named after Osman Gazi, was completed in 2016
as well, and it offers a more direct route to the industrial zone located to the east of istanbul.
Yet another bridge that will open up routes between istanbul and Anatolia is the Canakkale
1915 Bridge, which will connect Gelibolu and Lapseki. Construction on the bridge started in
2017 and the projected date of completion is 2023. Although the new bridges and highways that
have been integrated into the existing system of transportation were hailed as a solution to
istanbul’s traffic problem, in fact they have created yet more congestion in the dense fabric of
the city.

Inthe past 13 years, various large-scale megaprojects have been developed and launched. Among
those, the ‘Kanal istanbul’ has been the most controversial, as it proposes the construction of
an artificial waterway as an alternative to the Bosphorus Strait, which connects the Marmara
Sea and the Black Sea. It has been argued that the proposed channel would decrease the large
amount of sea traffic on the strait. Another project, the first phase of which has already been
completed, is the istanbul Airport. It will be the megacity’s third airport and have a projected
annual passenger capacity of 150 million when it goes into full operation.

7



All these developments point to a city that is experiencing rapid population growth and urban
sprawl. With a population of nearly 15 million, the city is expanding in all directions as a result
of the construction of new suburban neighbourhoods. In addition to the drafting of new plans
intended to address this issue of population growth, projects targeting urban renewal and
regeneration continue to be implemented as a means of dealing with the constant threat of
earthquakes. However, urban regeneration projects often lead to an increase in the urban
population and hence they have an adverse effect on services and transportation, while also
negatively impacting green areas.

Urban transformation studies have indicated that the main threats for rapidly growing and
developing cities, as in the case of istanbul, are urban environments created as the result of
globalization, urban sprawl driven by a growing population and the spread of highway networks
that dominate the urban environment. All these developments lead to a reduction in green
spaces and a worsening of air pollution. In addition, inadequate services and increases in travel
time caused by congestion are points of concern regarding the supposed advantages of urban
life. One of the main outcomes of such rapid transformations, especially in historic cities like
istanbul, is the loss of local characteristics.

Inevitably, transformations occur because of city dynamics. The primary subject of this book -
promenades - is meaningful in the sense that while it narrates the story of the layering of the
city of istanbul over time, it also seeks to provide the reader with a perceptual experience that
is rooted in the context of history and particular urban spaces. Perhaps even more importantly,
the book traces the contours of how people, nature and urban spaces are interconnected.
Through ‘istanbul: An Urban Commentary’, our aim has been to document and remind readers
of those connections, and in the process make it possible for them to feel and experience the
city of istanbul and its urban spaces as a whole.

istanbul, 2019
Girig

istanbul Tarihi Yarimada'ya odaklanan, kent mekanlarini ‘flanér’ goziyle, birbirini takip eden deneyimler
olarak algilamayi 6ngdren ‘istanbul: Bir Kent Yorumu'’ kitabi, bugtin ilk yayinlandigi gline gore belki daha fazla
anlamlandi. Kitabin ilk baskisinin yayinlandigi 2006 yilindan gintimize degin gecen 13 yil icinde istanbul
nelere tanik oldu, hangi nitelikte kentsel ve mimari degisimler yasandi? Kitabin kurgusunda kent ve mimarlk
tarihi, promonatlarin anlatildigi boéldmlerin arasina serpistirilmis, her promdnatta yer alan zengin ve cesitli
mimari katmanlarin istanbul'un tarihsel gelisimi baglaminda algilanmasi amaglanmisti. Bugtin bu rotalarin
bir kisminin degisiklige ugradigini gérmekteyiz. Bu nedenle bu mekanlarin 2006 yilindaki anlami da yitiriimis
olabilir. Kitap bu baskisina hazirlanirken kitaba eklenen giris yazisi bu sureg icinde kentin kaginiimaz ve/
veya spekilatif degisimini ortaya koyarak, istanbul veya benzer kentler icin hala anlamini koruyan kent
mekanlarinin - promdnatlarin - énemini vurgulamayl amaclamaktadir.

Modernlesen, kalabaliklasan ve hizli gelisen kentlerin ortak sorunlari arasinda ulasim buyuk 6nem
tasimaktadir. Ulasim agl icinde, ne yazik ki, karayolu ulasimi énemli bir yer tutmaktadir. Hizla yayllan ve
nufusu artan istanbul'un Avrupa ve Asya kitalarina yayilan bolgelerini daha fazla bttinlestirip, baglamak
amacini taslyan ulasimdaki gelismeler ilk gbze carpan 6rnekler arasindadir. istanbul'da karayolu ve metro
sistemi, yer UstU ve altinda, bir baska deyisle gdrinen ve gérinmeyen ve hizla yayilan ulasim sistemleri olup,
kentin degisimini blylk 6lglide etkilemistir. 2013 yilinda Marmaray Tunelinin agiimasi ile istanbul Bogazi
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altindan Avrupa ve Asya yakasi, Marmaray banliyd tren hatti ile baglanmistir. TUneller ve ana istasyonlarla
entegre edilen ve gelisen metro agl yayllmakta, kentin en uzak noktalari arasinda baglanti gl¢lendiriimeye
calisiimakta, buyuk kentlerin énemli sorunlarindan birisi olan trafik problemine ¢6zim amaclanmaktadir.

2016 yilinda Avrasya Tunelinin hizmete girmesiile iki kita arasindaki karayolu hizl gecisi saglanmistir. istanbul
Bogazrnin kuzeyinden iki kitay birbirine baglayan Yavuz Sultan Selim Képrist olarak adlandirilan Ugtinct
Bogaz Koprusu'nun 2016 yilinda acilmasi ile agir tasit gegisinin sehir merkezinden uzak bir hat boyunca
gerceklesmesiile kentici trafik yogunluguna bir alternatif olusturulmasi hedeflenmistir. Osmangazi Koprtsu
olarak adlandirilan izmit Kérfez Képrisi'nin istanbul'un dogusunda yer alan sanayi bolgesine yonelik trafik
yukint hafifletmesi ve istanbuldan diger bolgelere yapilan yolculuk stresini azaltmasi hedeflenmis ve
kopri 2016 yilinda kullanima agilmistir. istanbul'un Anadolu ile karayolu baglantisini gliclendirecek olan bir
diger kopri Canakkale 1915 Képriisi olarak adlandirilan Gelibolu'yu Lapsekiye baglayan kopridir. insaati
2017 yilinda baslamis ve képrinin 2023 yilinda hizmete girmesi planlanmaktadir. Kentin mevcut dokusuna
entegre olan kopru ve yeni tasit yollar, trafigi bir yonuyle rahatlatirken mevcut doku arasinda sikismalara
da yol agmaktadir.

Ulasimdaki gelismeler bu sekilde strerken istanbul'un kentsel gelisimini etkileyecek dev boyutta ‘mega’
projeler de son 13 yil icinde gerceklesmekte ve konusulmaktadir. Bu projeler arasinda Uzerinde en ¢ok
tartisiip konusulanlardan birisi olan ‘Kanal istanbul, Marmara Denizini Karadeniz'e baglayacak olan bir
suyolu projesi olup, Istanbul Bogazindaki gemi trafigini hafifletmesi hedeflenmektedir. Onemli bir diger
proje, 2018 yilinda ilk etabi tamamlanmis ve kullanima acilmis olan istanbul Havalimani projesidir. Bu proje
megakentin U¢lncd havalimani olup, butln etaplari tamamlandiginda yilda 150 milyon yolcu kapasitesine
erisecek nitelikte planlanmistir.

Bu degisimler, ulasim aglari ile yayilan ve nifusu artan bir istanbul'a isaret etmektedir. Nifusu 15 milyonu
bulan istanbul, bu ulasim aglari paralelinde her yonde biyimekte, yeni konut alanlarive semtler, ceperlerde
yerlerini almaktadir. Artan ntfusun barindiriimasi, konut gereksiniminin ve gereken hizmetlerin saglanmasi
ele alinan konular arasinda yer alirken, depreme karsi dnlem olarak baslatilmis olan mevcut konut stogunun
iyilestirilmesi, saglamlastiriimasi amaciyla olusturulan kentsel dénustm projeleri, bircok bolgede tek yapi
Olceginde gerceklesmektedir. Kentsel dontsum mevcut konut nufusunun artmasina buna karsilik, servis,
ulasim ve yesil alanin ters orantili olarak azalmasina sebep olmaktadir.

Kentsel degisim konusundaki arastirmalara bakildiginda, buydyen ve hizli gelisen kentler icin tehditin,
istanbul'da oldugu gibi, globallesmenin tektiplestirdigi cevrelerin ortaya ¢ikmasi, nifus artisi sorununun
beraberinde getirdigi, kentlerin yayilmasi, yayilan bu cevrelerde karayoluna dayali ulasimin artmasi, ulasim
aglarinin kentleri istila etmesi konulari oldugu gortlmektedir. TUm bu gelismeler yesil alanin azalmasina,
hava kirliligi gibi yasamsal tehditlere yol agmaktadir. Kentliye sunulan servislerin yetersiz kalmasi, ulasim igin
harcanan zamanin giderek artmasi gibi sorunlar, kent yasaminin insana sundugu olanaklarin sorgulanmasini
gindeme getirmektedir. Bu hizli degisimin istanbul gibi tarihi kentlerde beraberinde getirdigi énemli
sonuglardan birisi de kentin yerel dzelliklerini yitirmesidir.

Kentlerin dinamigi yadsinamaz bir gercektir, degisim kac¢inilmazdir. Bu kitabin konusu olan proménatlar,
kentliye, istanbul kentinin caglar icindeki katmanlasma hikayesini sunarken, bu hikayeyi tarih ve mekan
boyutunda deneyimleme olanagl sunmayi amagladigl icin anlamlidir. Belki daha da dnemlisi, insan, doga
ve mekanla ilgili verdigi ipuclandir. ‘istanbul: Bir Kent Yorumu' bunu belgelemeyi ve hatirlatmayr amacliyor.
istanbul'u, kent mekanini hissederek, deneyimleyerek yasamaya faydasi olabilir distincesiyle...

istanbul, 2019









Baslarken

Kentler insanlarin belli bir diizen icinde
birlikte yasadiklari, iletisim, uyum ve
karsithklar icinde birlikteliklerini
surdiirdiikleri mekanlardan olusur.
Kentlerin zenginligi, iclerinde barin-
dirdiklari farkhliklar ve cesitliligin
coklugu, bu iliskiler aginin derinligi ile
olciilebilir. Tarih icinde kentleri olustu-
ran kiltir katmanlari birikimi belki
de en somut olarak insan yapimi
cevrede, mimarlkta kalicihigini sagla-
yabiliyor. Gecmis, onu olusturan gele-
nekler, inanc sistemleri, degerler
mekanda aldiklari bicimlerde algi-
laniyor ve insan yasantisinin bir
parcasi halinde devamligini surdii-
rayor. Giinliikk yasam icinde yiizyillar
once vapilmis bir yapinin yanindan
geciyor, ona dokunabiliyor, icinde
cesitli eylemler gerceklestirebiliyoruz.
Bir dénemin sosyal yasantisi, yoredeki
demografik degisimle farkllasabiliyor.
Fiziksel izlerin sosyal doku ile birlikte
varhig kentin 6zgiin ve canh devamlihg
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Setting Out

Cities may be defined as places where people
can live together in an order characterised by
effective communication, harmony and
exchange. A city's wealth can be measured
by the diversity it displays and the complexity
of its network of relationships. The most
concrete manifestation of the accumulation
of the cultural layers that have created the
cities in the course of their historical
development is to be found in the durability of
the architectural component of the human
environment. The past can be perceived in the
forms created by the various traditions, belief
systems and value judgments, and still survives
as part of community existence. In our daily
life, we pass by buildings that were built many
centuries ago, we can feel their texture and
perform various activities within them. The
social life of a period may alter in accordance
with the demographic changes taking place in
the region. Although physical remains combine
with the social fabric to form an essential
condition for the living continuity of the city,



icin gerekli olsa da, o yasantinin fiziksel
cevredeki izleri daha uzun siire zama-
na karsi direnebiliyorlar. Sosyal doku
degisiminin ardindan fiziksel dokunun
da yok olusu kentlerin kimliklerinin,
kiiltiir ve tarihinin etkisini kaybetmesini
hizlandirmaktadir.

Farkl kiiltiirlere ev sahipligi yapmis
istanbul sehri yasadigi carpici
degisimlerle tarihteki sosyal ve kiiltiirel
cesitliligini 6nemli dlciide yitirmis
olmakla birlikte, hala mekansal olarak
bir zamanlar sahip oldugu kiltiirel
cesitliligi yansitmaktadir. istanbul
tarih boyunca sahip oldugu dogal gii-
zellikleri ve lizerinde yasayan kiltiir-
lerin olusturduklari mekanlarla,
kilturel ve sosyal zenginligi ile 6ne
cikmis bir yerlesme olmustur. Asya
ve Avrupa kitalari iizerinde yer almasi
gibi stratejik bir ézelligin yani sira,
Bogazici ve Marmara kiyilariyla, deniz
ile icice yasayan bir sehir dzelligi
tasimis, topografyasinin olusturdugu
dogal mekansal dzellikleri ile farkh bir
konuma sahip olmustur. Bir bolimii-
niin giiniimiize kadar ayakta kaldig
sehir surlari, Roma, Bizans ve
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the traces of the way of life preserved in the
physical environment are much more durable.
The disappearance of the physical fabric as a
result of changes in the social fabric hastens
the loss of urban identities and of cultural and
historical traditions.

Despite the sweeping changes that have robbed
a city that has played host to so many different
cultures of much of its old social and cultural
diversity, istanbul still reflects in its public
spaces something of the wealth of the cultural
diversity it once possessed. The natural beauty
that has been such a striking feature of the
city of Istanbul throughout its history, and the
spaces formed by living cultures that grew up
upon it, have created a city of cultural and
social richness. Besides the strategic
importance of its location on two continents,
it occupies an exceptional site on the shores
of the Bosphorus and the Marmara, with natu-
ral features created by a topography in which
sea and city are inextricably intertwined. The
city walls, fragments of which are still standing
today, a historical fabric reflecting Roman,





